
8th Grade Summer Reading 2020 
Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai: 

 
Directions:  Below are nine (9) reader-response questions that go along with the summer 
reading novel Inside Out and Back Again. From these questions, choose FOUR (4) to 
answer for your summer reading assignment. All responses must be in complete 
sentences and answer all parts of each question. All assignments will be collected by the 
language arts teachers during the first week of school. 
 
 

1. How has Ha and her family been affected by the Vietnam War? (Provide at least three 
specific examples.) 

2. Why does Hà love papaya so much? What might the fruit represent for her? How is that 
the same as or different from what the chick means for Brother Khôi? 

3. Why is it important to Ha’s mother that her children learn English? If your family moved 
to a foreign country right now, would you be eager to learn the language? Why or why 
not? Response must be at least four sentences long and include one detail from the text. 

4. Brother Quang says that Americans’ generosity is “to ease the guilt of losing the war” 
(Lai 124). What is he talking about? Why doesn’t he take their generosity at face value? 
Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Explain.  
 

5. Ha has grown both physically and mentally over the course of Part 3 of the novel. How 
has she changed? How would you describe her best attribute or character trait and her 
worst flaw? For each attribute, provide direct text evidence to support your answers.  
 

6. Ha struggles to learn English and hates feeling stupid. She asks, “Who will believe I was 
reading Nhat Linh?” and then, “Who here knows who he is?” What do you think is behind 
her frustration? What does she want people to understand about her family? 
 

7. Hà describes her American town as “clean, quiet loneliness” (p. 122). How is life in 
Alabama different from Saigon? Describe each setting and the differences between the 
two. Are there any similarities? 
 

8. Hà’s story is told in a series of poems. What do you think about that? Find examples of 
different types of poems: For instance, find one that tells a story and another that paints 
a picture. Some of the poems have a specific date at the end, but others say “every day.” 
Why do you think that is?  
 

9. What do you know about the cowboy who sponsors the family? Who do you think he is, 
and what are some reasons why you think he might have become a sponsor? What 
about Mrs. Washington: Why might she have volunteered to be a teacher for Hà? 


